COLOMBIA

e Adoptive parents must be 25 years or older

AdOptiOﬂ e Couples married at least 2 years or single women can adopt
Re quirements e If you're an expat, Colombia accepts diplomat families living

in Colombia

e 0-8years old with moderate to significant special needs or

Chlldren children over 9 years with minor needs
C()min g e Sibling groups are common with or without medical needs
Home :

o developmental, cognitive, speech and language delays, Down
syndrome, Cerebral palsy, autism, emotional and behavioral

needs

Travel Matching Overview

e 1tripisrequired e Families are eligible for matching once their
dossier is approved by ICBF/IAPA

e 3-5weeksin country e Families can pursue children on the waiting

e : : child list or wait to be presented a file at an
e Lifeline's in-country team provides P y

stk serviees fim Collorbie point in the process. Minimum requirement for
\%

approval:

o single child - up to 5 years old
o siblings groups- up to 6 years old
e Estimated timeline for the processis

depending on the families openness to age,

medical needs and sibling groups.
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Process Timeline

Application

The full application gathers in-depth information from families who
wish to adopt from Colombia. Your application is reviewed by our

Latin America team to affirm you are eligible for this program.

Immigration

Throughout this 2 step approval process families will

complete required paperwork and be fingerprinted
for approval to adopt within certain parameters.
Families then apply to immigrate a specific child to
the US through adoption.

3 months

Matching

Matching happens in Colombia after a family's dossier has been

approved by ICBF/IAPA. After dossier approval families will either be
assessed for the match with a child they previously submitted letter of
intent for or wait to be directly match based on their openness to
specific factors such as age, gender, and level of special need. Matching

occurs directly from ICBF after a dossier is approved.

Current estimate is up to 24+ months after

dossier approval waiting for a match

Post Adoption

Lifeline continues to provide post-adoption support to families long-term. In
addition to a family’s social worker, Lifeline’s Counseling Team and educational
services are helpful resources for families. Post adoption reports are due to
Colombia 6,12 ,18 and 24 months. Additional reports may be required if
adopting older children or larger sibling groups. A Lifeline worker will also call to

check-in periodically to provide resources and support.

Home Study

During this part of the process, social workers and families will talk extensively
about various aspects of a family’s life such as finances, health, home life,
capacity for care, and overall well-being. In addition, families will be part of

specific training for how to parent children from trauma backgrounds.

3 to 4 months

Dossier

When all of the information from the home study and immigration has
been completed for the dossier, it will be sent to ICBF/IAPA for their official

files and review. The Colombia dossier is compiled of about 25 items and is

put together during the wait time for your Immigration Approval.

2 to 3 months

Travel

During families' travel to Colombia, they will experience a bonding time with the
child for the first 1-11/2 weeks. After the bonding period there will be a court
process to FINALIZE YOUR ADOPTION! After the adoption decree is issued,

families update the child's paperwork and await the child's US visa. There are

opportunities for sight-seeing and cultural experiences during the stay and
families are able to bring their entire immediate family to experience Colombia.
Lifeline's in-country team will support the family, provide translation and guide

services during the stay.

2-4 months after matching



Chronological
Fee Tool

due at the time of application

due upon program acceptance, 2 weeks
after application

due at completion of home study,
roughly 3 to 4 months after application

due at dossier submission, 6 to
9 months after application

due prior to Adoption Tri{)., as early as 12
months after application

~ third party fees are estimated and
include home s.tudf\; fees, dossier fees,
and US governing body required fees

representative, in-country facilitation,
and translation fees - these are paid to
Liteline but used for foreign program
services

Estimated for two adults traveling to
adcgat one child. Expenses may vary
based on time of yea(if, preferences, and

needs.



@ Travel Details

Bonding, Court,
Visa

The first week and a half is considered bonding period
where the child resides with the adopting family and they
spend time getting to know one another. After this step
families proceed to the court process and wait for their
adoption decree to be finalized. After adoption decree is
Issued, travel documentation is updated to process the
child’s visa.
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Lifeline's Colombia adoption team enjoys preparing families for inter-country
adoption and advocating for waiting children. Our team are experts in adoption

from Colombia and are prepared to walk alongside families each step of the journey.

Our representative in Colombia,
facilitates Lifeline's adoption program in Colombia.
Lifeline has relationships with IAPAS in Colombia
such as: FANA, La Casa, La Madre y El Nino, CRAN,
Casita de Nicolas and Chiquitines and also advocates

for children assigned from ICBF.
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